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Paul JAMIN (1922-2008)

| want to say thank you

God, on the night of my life, when it will be the last day.
When you will say: Come I'm expecting you;
In a total trust in you, | will say farewell to my folks.
And | will go at your place
For the great Feast of eternity.
| want to say thank you once more.
For your limitless indulgence,
For your incomparable love.
(Excerpt from a poem prepared by Paul addressed to his friends when he would die)

Paul was born in Dinan on April 7, 1922. His familgme from Merdignac. He was the eldest of fivddcan. His
brother and two of his sisters are dispersed inb@ciethe U.S.A. and Corsica. Paul attended tord fister who was
with profound Alzheimer disease.

A first call to become a priest reached him whemwvhs ten years old, as he read the life of Fattarchat, a Brother
of Saint Vincent de Paul, who was shot during teen@une of Paris. He entered de Grand SeminaryRti&ic and
that is where he heard another call, that of J@&d 940. He remembered that his father who was victimai$gn gas
in Verdun had been in the French army during tearsieThree years later when he was chosen as geluftr the
Germans’ Compulsory Labor Service, encouraged bybibhops “to accompany youths of the same geparatid
evangelize them”, his father ordered him not toagal to disobey: “You will not go and make bombskiib the
Frenchl.” Paul left for Paris to hide at an unclgface under a false identity. He then became el @i got to know
other rebels like him, some of them Sons of Charitiyo greeted him in the underground. Thanks tanthe could
take part in the Resistance, then at the liberatibiParis and then enter th& Zrank Division. That was also
“accompanying the youths of his generation”, bubhedience other than to the bishops and Marskédli® Father
Monnier, General Superior of the Sons of Charitypyad been underground, could well understandattiatde. Paul
always remained faithful to thé“Tank Division and to the “Legion of General Lecler

Paul took his first vows with the Sons in 1944 ara$ ordained a priest on June 29, 1948 in St Jeptidie church in
Belleville. At that time he initiated a summer cafop members of the Y.C.W. of France and Germanglmatel, a
small village of Savoie, where there had been aserground group and the village had been set entir the
Germans. It was his way of working at French-Gernemonciliation and to lay the foundations for atherly Europe.
He maintained his involvement of twinning towngparishes.

! The day when General de Gaulle called the Freroplp to resistance against the German armies piccuprance.



The Sons first appointed him to Clermont-Ferran@4gt1951), Bon Pasteur in Paris (1951-1952), Viergt952-

1953) and then short stays at St Pierre et StiRatiblombes, then Bégles, then from 1954 to 196&dinte Famille
parish in Kremlin-Bicétre where he was mostly chaplat the hospital and at the Fort de Bicétre drfoeces base
during the war in Algeria. Then he was chaplaiBeaujon hospital (with 3,400 beds) in Clichy (19881). These
were perhaps the best years of his life; he wasedio the patients and to the health attendantshétewent with the
team at Poissy Carriéres from 1988 to 1998, bafoieg back to Kremlin —Bicétre from 1998 to 200& kksitated in
going to the Colombes retirement home and lat&eatilly. He still had a good deal of energy past80 years and
still had that missionary flame. He offered hellpoaker during the last weeks mostly in Antony.

Paul has been a happy Son. All those who lived tiitth assert that he was a good companion, sentigestiaring in
the house chores, above all washing the dishedidheot like staying at the table too long afteratse But he more or
less led his life as it pleased him; did not botslearing in community reflections, which one mudinéd were often
complicated. He was a popular priest who likedpgbeple and had direct and simple relationships thigm. He liked
to write many anecdotes often filled with humor daith that he sent to the newspaper “La Croix'c&wly he gave
me two of them for “Chantiers”.

What is striking about him are all these ties @datnd maintained throughout his many ministriehelV he
celebrated his golden jubilee of religious lifevimote: “Rooted like you in the history of our conntrooted with you
in the history of our People of God, | can say tidigious life with its fraternal demands neveragted me from any
human obligation, but on the contrary it gave aitspelping me to read the events and to help mmdmu brothers to
be actors of their lives in full liberty.”

1948-2008: Paul was getting ready to celebrataliaimond jubilee of priesthood. Everything was readyitations,

the readings, the singing, his homily. A mass heehbplanned for July 2 in Ste Jeanne church inyntoand other
celebrations in Brittany and in Clermont-Ferranet lus quote the testimony of this nun who had veckithe

invitation for his jubilee: “I will never forget thyoung priest in St Jacques parish who had catledo the Y.C.W.,
who transmitted me the bulletins for team leadenslerlining articles whose meditation kept me friafling asleep,
the priest to whom | entrusted my call to religidifes and who had given me a booklet about the ®radho helped to
decide on a date telling me that one should neai back.”

It is a fact that Paul was at the origin of manyif@ine religious vocations.

“When my “H” will come”

Paul had not only prepared his diamond jubilee hHg also prepared his funeral; the thought cantentoafter the
very hot summer of 2003. There also, everything plaaned: celebration, singing, readings, the exped to be sent
to his friends... only the stamps are missing “beedhse rates may change!”

What ever happened? Paul always seemed in goothhlbat maybe it only seemed like that; he never aaloctor.
Very tired during the last two or three days he weken to St Joseph retirement home. He was thrgogh a series
of medical exams. But in the evening of May 22 reswaken away by a hemorrhage. The hour of hisrmgatsd
come; he was expecting it with faith. He said vtkint Paul “We are not discouraged, rather, althaug outer self is
wasting away, our inner self is being renewed dagdy.” (2 Cor 4,16)
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