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LouisHAMARD (1921-2009)

“How am | living my ministry today? Another form of
ministry in the hospitals, among the sick. Peoglene
something about God. | listen and try to put thembe
road to hope. If someone invites me for a mealhinkt

of Emmaus “What were you talking about on the
road’.”

Louis was born in St Georges de Reintambault oneBdper 19, 1921. His parents were small
farmers and had four children. But the father diden Louis was only twelve. On the other
hand his mother celebrated her $0Birthday in 1992 and lived until 1996. His brother
Constant became a Brother of Christian Schoolsalbe died early, he was 33. The family
went on with his two sisters Héléne and Elise dwir tchildren and their grandchildren. Louis
was very attached to them and his nephews andsiiigeel his open-mindedness, his joviality,
his taste for trips and for the mountains that ered with them, taking them with him in the
camps for youths that he organized. Last Christendast family dinner took place at the
Gentilly retirement home for the great joy of &lbse who attended.

In St Georges a man was revered: Father Maundgsait missionary, who was later beatified.
Louis was marked by that man. He entered the MBeminary of Chateaugiron, and then
began his theology at the Grand Seminary of Rendeslearned about the Sons through a
summer camp of Bon Pasteur parish in Paris andiatwiOlivet where the parish vicar spoke

to him about Fr. Anizan. Fr. Lhande’s book “Chirsthe Suburbs” a conference by Fr. Goison
and Francis Feillet (His elder by a few years asd af St-Georges) finally convinced him to

enter the novitiate,

He took his first vows on September 8, 1943 and ovdained a priest in Paray Vieille Poste
by a Vietnamese bishop on June 30, 1947. Lookieg ba his life 60 years later, he recalls the
years gone by “A call to be turned toward the athemd the events in order to work at the
liberation of this world; a call to live in solidey with mankind: those who have the most
needs and those who are searching. Later on, waraa the foundation of the Institute in Latin
America, he became open to our “internationalizétio



His first assignment was at St Pierre de VaiseyonLuntil we left that parish in 1957. He then
joined the large Vierzon team of which he will beecof the pillars. His team brothers admired
both his contemplative spirit, every day he tooketifor a long mental prayer and made many
visits to the chapel, and at the same time hisopasspirit: he greeted very well the people he
met. A small detail: some who heard him in the churse to say that they didn’t need to buy a
newspaper, because in his sermon he talked abhelibla lot of local events. On the economic
and social fields, when they cut jobs at the faractors plant and in the porcelain factory, he
could just as well meet labor union leaders or rti@nagers of these companies, as he was
chaplain of the C.W.M. and of the Independent Clathfation.

In 1964 he is sent to Escaudain where he is tha teader. There he discovers the hard life of
the coal miners and encounters great poverty. Fi2 1 agrees to go at Villeneuve St Georges
to replace Robert George (an exchange of assigfrfent years later he leaves for Bégles,
near Bordeaux.

But that is where his heath began to decline. éntiventy years that follow, including the years
in Ste Livrade, he will have more or less long stayhospitals until he came to our retirement
home in Issy-les-Moulineaux in 2000. We discoveaedreat contrast: his love for life, his

ability to welcome everyone, and his anxiety abisuhealth so that he only felt safe in a
hospital: that is why he left the retirement hom@d to a medical center in Gentilly.

Louis lived his last years in an astonishing wakie Wirector of his retirement home said:
“Father Louis was able to maintain his priesthooger during his illness.” The employess
whatever their convictions would entrust to himith@ncerns and he always succeeded in
boosting their morale. He received that influentdis faith:“Friendship with Christ was not
always glaring but | have a wish..On the other hand, well looked after by Jean Naed
Sava, Louis kept himself informed of all that wemt in the world and in the Church. He was
interested by all, asked questions, reflected, ghbwver things and prayed. That is how he
supported the Institute during the Anizan Year dmel Fraternity of the Suffering Servant
because of Frédy Kunz who had left a great impoesen him. On Saturday May 2, totally
conscious he prayed for the young Sons that wargylmedained in Brazil on that day and for
the Y.C.W. giant gathering in La Courneuve. Themfeat into silence and passed away in the
evening of Friday May 6.
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