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Come to me, all you who labor and are
burdened, and | will give you rest. Take my
yoke upon you and learn from me, for | am
meek and humble of heart(Mt 11,28-29)

He was born on April 2, 1918 in Luitré in the lle\dllaine department.. His parents were

farmers and he had five brothers. He entered tims &tier three years of seminary in St-
Brieuc; made his first religious profession on Daber 8, 1941 and was ordained a priest
on March 29, 1943. He was then assigned as pasgbtant at Bon Pasteur parish in Paris
until 1949. Then he went to Villeneuve St-Georges U955, then at St-Jean Baptiste

parish in Belleville (Paris) where he was chaptzfifia Vaillante’ until 1959.

Those who you him in those days keep the memorg ofan who made easy contacts,
simple, affable, dynamic and gifted with the chaldrand the youths in the ministry of these
times: Summer “camps” and great “youth centers”.

In 1959 he was appointed pastor at St-Liboire parnd.e Mans, where he gave the best of
himself. When he got there things were not eagy/ctinstruction of a new church had gone
wrong. He was able to get things back on track weell thus deserving the trust of the
Institute and of the diocese. He animated thatspan the spirit of Fr. Michonneau, whose
assistant he had been, preparing with care thegis and homilies. He started and
supported Catholic Action (A.C.C. - Christian WorkeMovement and Y.C.W.-Young
Christian Workers). His successor in St-Liboires#yat he found there a very living and
innovating parish; they had realized with the fparishes of the right shore a common
financial management and taken in charge by laygues. At the time, and even much later,
it was not the usual practice.

In 1971, distancing himself from the Institute, dsked for an appointment in the diocese.
Tiredness after twelve years at St-Liboire, a n@pomntment he has asked for and that
never came, 1968 and the ideological period thitdviied and that also left its mark in the

Institute, all that explains that he wanted toatise himself. Without cutting ties neither

with the St-Liboire team nor with the Institutensé the superiors had sent in his new
parish some seminarians who needed to rest. With ybars he maintained and

strengthened these ties, even taking part in tbe setreats and revisions of life with the

Ste-Therese team.

And so he was at Tulloch, a rural parish about zeddilometers from Le Mans (1972-
1977), then at Bouillon, a fully booming town (197893).

His origin and his character were rural and he &gy in these rural parishes where he
did very good work. There, as before, he was aigemastor, kind and close to the people,
simple, welcoming, helpful, listening a lot.



He leaves the memories of a man who dedicated Himss/ much so that the Church
would go ahead, who called the laypersons to ta&e tesponsibilities. He gave his all to
Catholic Action in the rural world: MRJC (Young @trans rural movement) and the
CMR (Christians of the rural world). He was verypexiated by the diocesan priests with
whom he readily formed a team and collaboratedwElet on like that as parish assistant in
a parish in the city of Le Mans: le Christ Sauveuaxt to Ste-Thérése parish (1993-2000).

He combined a character of fighter, of an efficierganizer, of a willful man, who knew
where he wanted to go and took the means to ged.thevith a paradoxical discretion that
startled more than one. In fact, he needed tinreftect at length and to mature decisions
without haste. And it was not in his nature to gmcthe first ranks. He preferred going
unknown. He was afraid to bother. It was his chiarac

It is in that same state of mind that he livedla& years at St. Joseph where he arrived in
2000. That decision took him a long time. He haditagons about coming back to the
Paris region, far from the Sarthe, then he camesfwie had to”.

In the house, he did not want to disturb, did nabhtito be a burden for the community, and
did not want expensive health care, even less pgaliton of life by medical means. These
refusals to be cared for could at times make hioughny. But he was ready to die and
wanted to die slowly. He suffered because he wasn@hed, cut from the others by his
deafness, he could not write anymore and couldyaedd.

That did not keep him from being very mindful o$ lorothers, very kind to them, as he had
been all his life. One of his past parish assistaetalls with what tact Jean had announced
to him the death of his mother and how he had beenpresent at all the mournings of his
family.

In St. Joseph he had that same attitude, worriedtahe health... of others, very attentive,
fraternal and in also living solidarity.
He prayed a lot.

His first superior at the seminary said about hitrewv he was 20 years oldé is not a
very strong man, but he never complairtde could have said the same thing of his last
days.

He had added in the words of those tim&niple soul, limpid and righteous who will lead
the souls to Gad

A few days ago he was taken to the hospital dueweakness that sent him into a coma.
He woke, but was disappointed to still be there.

The Lord heard him and Jean died in the night ofday to Monday, 16 to 17 of October at
Corentin Celton hospital.
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